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two days before, it would have been impossible for me to do
so, the ground being strewn with more than 200 decomposing
bodies. But, in addition .to this, I had another reason hardly
less powerful. All my military experience had convinced
me that the best means of defending a river against the
attack of an enemy who does not wish to establish himself
on your side of it is to keep the bulk of your force at some
distance from the stream; first, in order to have timely
warning of the enemy's passage; and secondly, because, bis
purpose being only to strike suddenly and then retire quickly,
he will not dare to go far from the bank by which his retreat
is secured. So I established my regiment half a league from
the Dwina, In a field where the ground was slightly undula-
ting. I had left only a few double vedettes on the river-bank,
for I am convinced that, when it is only a question of watch-
ing, two men see just as well as a strong picket. Several
lines of horsemen were posted between the vedettes and our
bivouac, serving like the threads of a spider's web to bring
me rapid intelligence of whatever passed on the ground
which I had to watch. Furthermore, I had forbidden all
fire, even pipe-lights, and enjoined perfect silence. In Russia
July nights are very short; however, this appeared to me
very long, apprehensive as I was of being attacked in the
darkness by a force stronger than my own. Half the men
were in the saddle, the rest feeding their horses and ready to
mount at the first signal. Everything appeared quiet on the
opposite bank when Lorenz, my Polish servant, who spoke
Russian perfectly, came and told me that he had heard an
old Jewess in a neighbouring house say to another woman:
c The lantern is lighted on the tower of Morki: they are going
to attack,' I sent for the women, and questioned them
through Lorenz, when they replied that, as they feared to
see their hamlet become a battlefield, they had been alarmed
at seeing the same light shining from the church of the village
of Morki, on the opposite bank, which two nights before had
been the signal for the Russian troops to cross the ford and
charge upon the French camp. Although I was prepared
for anything, this information was very useful to me. Irt of the Dwina,-,
